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- The MAIUNG DATE of th.s communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence aaa^ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE Ql MONTH(S) FROM 
TUP MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. . ^ 

afler SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. B the period for reply specified above .s 1^ than thirty ^) « .'^P'Xira^^^^^^^ MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

. K NO period for reply is sp^-fied to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Respofisive to communi(atlon(s) filed on ?4 January 2000 . 
2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters ProsecuWon as to the ments is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) i;28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1:28 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IE1 The drawing(s) filed on M January 2000 is/are: a)ia accepted or b)[J objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
IDD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

aOAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 
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Detailed Office Action 



1. This action is in response to the application 09/490,336 filed. January 24, 2000 

2 . Claims 1-28 rejected have been examined Claim 



Rejections ' 35 use § 102 

3 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action : 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e)the invention was described inapatent granted o^^^ 

States before the invention thereof by ^^^^^'^^''^f^'^^^^^^^ Z before the invention 

has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1). (2), and (4) ot secuon ^ / 1 w 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Hudetz et al. 
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(USPN 5,978,773 - Date of Patent: November 02, 1999, herein referred to as "Hudetz"). 

5. As to claim 1. Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including a method of obtaining 
product information regarding a product, comprising the steps of: 

disposing a first computer of a user on a network (Abstract, col. 1, lines 20-55); 
comiecting an input device to the first computer to provide a user interface to the first 
computer, wherein the input device can sense indicia of the product, the indicia containing a 
product ID, and the input device has positional sensing capabilities and can scan optical indicia 
(col.6, lines 8-55, col.5, lines 13-34, and col. 10, lines 3-27); 

accessing a second computer disposed on the network in response to the user sensing the 
indicia of the product with the input device (col.3. lines 16-57, col. 12, lines 1 1-67, col.6, lines 8- 
33, col.7, lines 2-28, col.8, linesl2-20); 

performing a lookup operation at the second computer to match the product ID with routing 
information of a vendor server disposed on the network, the vendor server having the product 
information of the product (col.8, lines 12-67, and col.9, lines 1-5); 

returning the routing information from the second computer to the first computer in order to 
access the vendor server (col.8, lines 11-63); and 

accessing the vendor server in accordance with the routing information to return the product 
information to the first computer for presentation to the user (col.l, lines 21-63, and col.8, lines 
29-67). 

6. As to claim 2, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of accessing the 
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vendor se™ri„o.udesacces.nsa.— nodeof.hei„pu.de.., an adve^isernod^^ 

anE-commerce node (coU2, lines 10-60, and coU3, lines 5-51). 

7 AS .0 claim 3. Hudetz.eaches .he invention as claimed, therein *e input device can 
sense infonnation stored in magnetic medium (col 6, lines 1-25, and C0...2, lines 1-55) 

S. AS to Claim 4, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of accessmg the 
Vendor server further comprises the steps of, 

retunnng the product information of the product from an advertiser node, distributor 
information of a distributor of the input device from a distributor node, and E-comn,erce 
information from an E-commerce node (col.S, lines 1 1-20. and col.l, lines 24-37), and 

framing the distributor information, product information, and E-commerce infomtatton ,n a 
browser window of the firs, computer for presentation to the user (col U. lines .-8. col.S, hnes 

29-63, and col.9, hnes 5-13). 

9 AS ,0 claim 5, Hudeu teaches the invention as claimed, wherein in response to receiving 

convertsthe received indiciadataandgeneratestheroutinginformationfortransmissiontothe 
second computer (colli, lines 20-60). 

includes an input device m and a network address of the second computer (col.S, hues ,3-34). 

of the indicia, in the step of connecting, by firs, depressing one or more buttons on the input 
device (col.3, lines 45-57, and col.3, lines 4-15). 

,2 AS to claim 8. Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
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,„Hei„pa, device (coU. lines 24.67. ana coUMine62.oco,..2.Hne9). 

,3 M.ocUin,.Huae...eaoHes.he — aso.ain,e<.,«herein*einput device anda 

.«™ei„.erface™n.„Son.he.s.co.pu..pe.onnahands.a.eopera.ionusingaun.ue 

>„p„.aevicen>.oredinU,einpu.aevicep.onoena«nsope«.ionofoneorn,o.eop.a..ns 

.ode. of the input device (co,.5, line U-34. and col.8, lines 29^46). 

H.M.oc.ain,.0,Hude.z.eache,theinventionasciain,ed.inc.udinganarchitecture 

for obtaining product information of a product, comprising: 

, firs, computer of a user disposed on a network (Abstract, coU. lines 20-55); 

oompnter,wKereinsaid input devicecansenseindiciaof.beprodu«.s.dindiciacon.ainmga 
product.D,and said input devicebavingposiUonalsensingcapabiUtiesandiso^rabletoscan 

optical indicia (col 6. lines ,-55, col.5, lines .3-34. and co...O, lines 3-27); 

computer disposed onsaidnetwor^and accessed inresponsetosaidusersensmg 

..indiciaoftbeproductwitbsaidinpu.device(co,.3,lin=sl.-57,coU2.1inesU-67.col.. 

lines 8-33. col 7, lines 2-28. col 8. linesl2-20); 

^Hereinalool^poperationisperformedatsaidsecondcomputertomatcbsaidproduc^ID 

..Krou.inginforma.o„„fave„dorserverdisposedonsaidne.wor..s.dvendorserverbaving 

.he produc. informarion of .he produc. (col.8. lines .2-67, and col.9, lines 1-5); 

„bereinsaidrou.insinforma.ionisre.u™ed.omsaidsecondcompu.ert„saidr.rst 

oompu.er in order to access said vendor server(col.8. lines . .-63); 



a 

an 
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wherein said vendor server is accessed in accordance with said routing information to return 
the product information to said first computer for presentation to said user(col.l, lines 21-63, and 
col.8, lines 29-67). 

15. As to claim 1 1, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said vendor server is 
operable to access a distributor node of the input device, an advertiser node, and an E-commerce 
node (col. 12, lines 10-60, and col. 13, Hnes 5-51). 

16. As to claim 12, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said input device can 
sense information stored in magnetic medium (col.6, lines 1-25, and col.l2, lines 1-55). 

17. As to claim 13, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said vendor server 
returns the product information of the product from an advertiser node, distributor information 
of a distributor of said input device from a distributor node, and E-commerce information from 
an E-commerce node, and said distributor information, the product information, and said 
E-commerce information is framed in a browser window of said first computer for presentation 
to said user (col. 11, lines 1-8, col.8, lines 29-63, and col.9, lines 5-13). 

18. As to claim 14, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
rumiing on said first computer converts received indicia data and generates said routing 
information for transmission to said second computer, in response to receiving said scanned 
indicia data from said input device (col. 11, lines 20-60). 

19. As to claim 15, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said routing 
information includes an input device ID and a network address of said second computer (col.l3, 

line 5 to col. 14, line 50). 

20. As to claim 16, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said user enables 
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reading of said indicia by first depressing one or more buttons on said input device (col.3, lines 
45-57, and col.3, lines 4-15). 

21 As to claim 17, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
running on said first computer is operable to automatically detect reading of said product indicia 
by said input device (col.3, lines 24-67, and col.l 1, Hne 62 to col. 12. line 9). 

22. As to claim 18, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said input device and a 
software interface running on said first computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 
input device ID stored in said input device prior to enabling operation of one or more operating 
modes of said input device (col.5, hne 13-34, and col.8, lines 29-46). 

23. As to claim 19, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including a method for 
connecting two locations on a network utiUzing a pointing device at the first location 
interconnected to a user's computer at the first location, comprising the steps of 

providing both positional and optical scanning capabilities in the pointing device (col.ll, 
lines 1-61, col.lO, lines 3-54, and col.2, lines 1-25 ); 

scanning the pointing device with the optical scanning capability thereof over an encoded 
optical code, encoded with information representative of a location on the network of the second 
location, while operating a first program on the user computer which utilizes the positional 
capabilities of the pointing device (col.6, lines 5-65, col.8, lines 10-67, and col.l2, lines 5-55); 

running a second program in the user's computer (col.2, lines 5-65 and col.8, lines 1-65); 

detecting with the second program the scanning of the encoded optical code (col.3 lines 1- 
60); 
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connecting the first location to the second location over the network through a routing 
location indicated by the information encoded in encoded optical codes in response to the step of 
detecting the encoded optical code (col.l 1, lines 28-39. col.5. lines 1-25, and col.l9, lines 
12-21); and 

receiving information from the second location transmitted there from to the first location 
(col.8, lines 5-65). 

24. As to claim 20, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is a barcode (col. 1 1 , line 62 to col. 12, line 2 1). 

25. As to claim 21, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is an ISBN code (col.5, lines 5-65, and col. 10, lines 1- 36). 

26. As to claim 22, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is anEAN code (col. 10 Unes 1-20, col. 12, Hnes 2-65, and col. 13, lines 25-50). 

27. As to claim 23, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is disposed on a flat surface (col.l, lines 20-60, and col.9, lines 20-60). 

28. As to claim 24, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is disposed on a product (col.3, lines 15-60). 

29. As to claim 25, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the encoded optical 
code is encoded with information regarding the product and associated with a product (col.9, 

lines 10-67, and col.3, lines 1-55). 

30. As to claim 26, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of receiving 
Information comprises displaying the information received from the second location when 

* received there from (col. 11, lines 1-20, and col.4, lines 15-60). 
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31. As to claim 27, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of connecting 
includes the step of watching a web browser program which is operable to interface with the 

network (col.2, lines 7-36). 

32. As to claim 28, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of connecting 

comprises: 

assembling a packet of data with the information extracted from the encoded optical code 

contained therein (col. 14, lines 1 -25); 

transferring the assembled packet to an intermediate network location remote from the 

first location (col.2, lines 1-20); 

providing at the intermediate location a database having contained therein a plurality of 
routing addresses on the network and corresponding encoded optical information(col.l, lines 1- 

20, and col. 11, lines 1-60); 

comparing the information disposed in the received packet at the intermediate location 
with information in the database to determine if there is a corresponding routing address 
disposed therein corresponding with the encoded optical information (col.7, line 43 to col.8, line 

10, col li, lines 28-39); 

if a match exists, then returning the matching information in the form of the routing 
address to the first location (col.7, lines 28-42, col.8, line 47 to col.9, line 4); and 

connecting the first location to the second location in accordance with the network 
address information returned thereto from the intermediate location (col.2, lines 16-27, and col.3, 
lines 24-44). 

Conclusion 
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33. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

34. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen who may be reached via telephone at (703) 
305-7982. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. eastern standard time. 

35. If you need to send the Examiner, a facsimile transmission regarding After Final 
issues,please send it to (703) 746-7238. If you need to send an Official facsimile transmission, 
please send it to (703) 746-7239. If you would like to send a Non-Official (draft) facsimile 
transmission the fax is (703) 746-7240. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, David Wiley, may be reached at (703) 308-5221. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: Director of Patents and 
Trademarks Washington, D.C. 20231. Moreover, hand-delivered responses should be 
delivered to the Receptionist, located on the fourth floor of Crystal Park 11, 2121 Crystal 
Drive Arlington, Virginia. 
Tammy T. Nguyen 




DAVIDWILEY 
SUPERVISORY mTENT EXAMINER 
TEaiN0L0GY(^NTER2100 



